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Overview

}Why care for creation?

}What can your church do?

}Case studies

}Resources

}Ideas for funding



Why Care for Creation?

}Scripture makes it clear we are to care for the earth on 

behalf of God.

}The Bible calls us to work on behalf of the most 

vulnerable.



Care for the Earth

}òThe lord God took the man and put him in the garden 

of Eden to till it and keep it.ó
Genesis 2:15

}òThe Lord bless you and keep you.ó

Numbers 6:22

}òKeepó ðtend, take care of, guard, look after



Justice Tied to Environment

òFor I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

a stranger and you welcomed me. . . just as you 

did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.ó 

Matthew 25: 35, 40



Climate Divide

}Countries nearest the equator will be most at risk due to 

climate change.  These countries  

} are largely poverty stricken, 

} contribute the least to global warming, and 

} are less able to adapt to climate change. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/02/health/02iht-climate.1.5109623.html
Image http://www.lime.com/tag/climate_change 



2000 Carbon Emissions per Country
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World Population
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Climate Change Related Deaths

http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/?p=285



Effects of Climate Change

üThe additional number of people affected by 

malnutrition could rise to 600 million by 2080.

üAn additional 1.8 billion people could be living in a 

water scarce environment by 2080.

üUp to 330 million people being permanently/ 

temporarily displaced through flood.

üAn additional 220-400 million people could be 

exposed to malaria.

From òClimate and Church: How Climate Change will Impact Core Church Ministries,ó National Council of 

Churches Eco-Justice Program



Energy Saving as Stewardship

}If each of the nationõs congregation buildings 

cut its energy use and costs 25 percent, they 

would 

}save nearly $500 million to spend on other 

priorities and

}prevent more than five million tons of carbon 

emissions.

From òBottom Line Ministries that Matter: Congregational Stewardship with Energy Efficiency and Clean

Energy Technologies,ó National Council of Churches Eco-Justice Program



What Can Your Church Do?

}Energy Conservation

}Start with an energy audit

}An audit might suggest:

ÃSealing leaky windows and doors

ÃInstalling movement sensors on rooms that are rarely 

used

ÃInstalling energy efficient lights

ÃFixing leaky faucets



Energy Audits

}Stony Point Conference Center performed an energy 

audit in 2008 through Andy Rudin with Interfaith 

Coalition on Energy.

}Over the past year, Stony Point has seen a 20% 

savings on energy ðcoming from strictly turning 

things off.  



Electric Steward Congregations

}Enough for Everyone sponsors the Electric Stewardship 

Program.

}Churches can participate by having an energy audit and 

implementing at least one suggestion.  



Energy Star Sure Energy Savers

}Turn off lights and other equipment when not in use.

}Replace incandescent light bulbs with CFLs.  

} Install Energy Star exit signs with LED lights.

}Upgrade older T12 tubes to more efficient T8 fluorescent 

lamp tubes.

}Tune-up your HVAC system yearly.

}Change (or clean if reusable) your HVAC filters monthly.

} Install a programmable thermostat.

}Use fans when rooms are occupied and the air conditioning 

is on.

From Energy Star Sure Savers: 

http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/small_business/congregations_guidebook/Cong_guide_Sureenergys

avers.pdf

http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/small_business/congregations_guidebook/Cong_guide_Sureenergysavers.pdf
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/small_business/congregations_guidebook/Cong_guide_Sureenergysavers.pdf


Energy Star Sure Energy Savers

}Plug leaks with weather stripping and caulking.

}Fix leaks in faucets.

}Install an insulation blanket on water heaters older than 

seven years.

}Set water temperature only as hot as needed (110-120 

degrees).

}Buy Energy Star rated appliances for church offices and 

kitchens.

}Clean refrigerator coils twice a year and replace door 

gaskets if a dollar bill easily slips out when closed 

between the doorõs seals.

From Energy Star Sure Savers: 

http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/small_business/congregations_guidebook/Cong_guide_Sureenergys

avers.pdf

http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/small_business/congregations_guidebook/Cong_guide_Sureenergysavers.pdf
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/small_business/congregations_guidebook/Cong_guide_Sureenergysavers.pdf


Case Studies 

}Limestone Presbyterian Church,  Wilmington, DE

}Tustin Presbyterian Church,  Tustin, CA

}Swarthmore Presbyterian Church, Swarthmore, PA

}First Presbyterian Church, Tallahassee, FL



Solar Panels

Limestone Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, DE
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